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that the charge is absolutely untrue and I beg that you will give publi-
city to what he writes :
"That knocks have been given and bruises endured is true enough
but they have been inflicted solely in the course of dispersing unlawful
assemblies and they have been extraordinarily few in number. No injured
person has approached me, and even the non-co-operators of Aligarh are
quite ready to do so if they have had any real grievance.
"The unruly spirit of a riotous crowd cannot be conjured away by
the polite infinitive. As a matter of fact the kid gloves have never yet
been taken off in Aligarh and the trouble here has been handled with
the greatest moderation. Since the early attempt of the volunteers to
behave in a disorderly and intimidating manner when a certain amount of
force had to be used, I am not aware that there has been any kind of
physical collision in the town. So far as good feeling can be said to
exist anywhere, I should say that it exists here, and both the police and
Europeans can now go freely about the city without interference. To
describe Aligarh as suffering, or as having suffered, from repression is a
travesty of language and of fact."
LUCKNOW,                                                                         Tours faithfully,
16th February  1922                                                         J. E. GONDGE
This is no denial. It is an attempt to justify the use of force
which is admitted. Every tyrant justifies the use he makes of his
lawlessness. Naturally the non-co-operators did not report their
bruises to the Collector. If the kid-gloves demonstration consisted
of "knocks given and bruises endured", I am curious to know what
it will be like when the kid gloves are off in Aligarh. If the arrest
of Mr. Sherwani was great moderation and that of Mr. Khwaja
was greater, then the "knocks and bruises" were, indeed, the great-
est moderation.
II
IN BENARES JAJX,
To THE EDITOR, Young India
DEAR SIR,
In continuation of my d.o. letter No. 404/0, dated the 18th Feb-
ruary 1922, I beg to dra*w your attention to a telegram, from a certain
Vishnudatiya of Benares to Mahatma Gandhi dated the 5th of Febuary,
which was duly published in your paper on the 9th idem. Inquiry has been
made into the statements made therein and I must apologize for the
length of the report which I must ask you to publish in explanation and
contradiction of the telegram aforesaid. The telegram was somewhat in-